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SUBJECT: GOB SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY IN VENEZUELA 


REF: A) STATE 385581, B) FBIS PY2711180892 (11/27) 
C) FBIS PY2811015192 (11/28) 
D) FBIS PY¥2811022192 (11/28) 


1. SUMMARY: LIKE OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN THE REGION, THE 
GOB WAS QUICK TO COME OUT STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF DEMOCRACY 
IN VENEZUELA, MAKING THE DEMARCHE IN REF A UNNECESSARY. 
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PRESIDENT JAIME PAZ ZAMORA, FONMIN RONALD MACLEAN AND 
OTHER BOLIVIAN CIVILIAN, MILITARY AND POLITICAL LEADERS 
SOUNDLY CONDEMNED THE COUP ATTEMPT IN CARACAS. THE MFA 
ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE ON NOVEMBER 27 AND PAZ ZAMORA 
REPORTEDLY CONTACTED CAP. BOLIVIAN COUPS MAY BE "THINGS 
OF THE PAST," ACCORDING TO GOB LEADERS, BUT NOT SO FAR 
PAST AS TO BE FORGOTTEN. ALTHOUGH THE GREAT MAJORITY OF 
BOLIVIAN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERS BELIEVE THAT 
BOLIVIA'S "EXPERIMENT" IN DEMOCRACY IS FAR FROM EXHAUSTED, 
THEY ARE ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE UNRESOLVED SOCIAL ISSUES 
WHICH UNDERLAY THE EVENTS IN VENEZUELA (AND PERU) THIS 
YEAR. END SUMMARY. 


2. AS REPORTED IN REFS B-C (AND WIDELY COVERED IN THE 
BOLIVIAN MEDIA), PAZ ZAMORA AND MACLEAN PUBLICLY EXPRESSED 
"SOLIDARITY WITH THE GOV AND WITH "VENEZUELAN DEMOCRACY" 
AND "DEPLORED" THE COUP ATTEMPT. THE PRESIDENT ALSO 
PLAYED DOWN ANY LINK BETWEEN THE ATTEMPTED COUP AND 
DISSATISFACTION WITH NEO-LIBERALISM IN GENERAL, THUS 
BLAMING THE ATTEMPT ON UNIQUELY VENEZUELAN CIRCUMSTANCES 
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(THAT PRESUMABLY WOULD NOT APPLY TO BOLIVIA) . 


3. ADN PARTY LEADER HUGO BANZER (WHO CAME TO POWER 
THROUGH A 1971 COUP) CALLED THE COUP ATTEMPT AN "ACT WHICH 
DID NOT CORRESPOND TO THE AGE (OF DEMOCRACY) IN WHICH WE 
ARE LIVING." CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES PRESIDENT GASTON 
ENCINAS (MIR) ANNOUNCED HIS AND HIS PARTY'S "OFFICIAL" 
SUPPORT FOR THE GOV, BUT WARNED THAT THE COUP ATTEMPT 
"CALLED ATTENTION TO" SOME PROBLEMS IN APPLYING THE NEO- 
LIBERAL ECONOMIC MODEL. ACCORDING TO OPPOSITION 
POLITICIANS SUCH AS THE MNR’'S GUILLERMO RICHTER AND THE 
MBL'S ALFONSO ALEM, THE EVENTS IN CARACAS TAUGHT THAT ANY 
GOVERNMENT WHICH INTENDS TO CONSOLIDATE DEMOCRACY (E.G., 
IN VENEZUELA OR BOLIVIA) ALSO WILL HAVE TO ADDRESS THE 
"SOCIAL PROBLEMS" THAT SEPARATE THE RICH AND THE POOR. 
MILITARY LEADERS, SUCH AS ARMED FORCES CINC GEN. OSCAR 
VARGAS, WERE ALSO QUICK TO EMPHASIZE THEIR COMMITMENT TO 
"RESPECT" AND "STRENGTHEN" BOLIVIAN DEMOCRACY (REF D). 


4. MFA CONTACTS TOLD US THAT MACLEAN HANDLED MOST OF THE 
GOB'S PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EFFORTS TO SIGNAL BOLIVIA'S 
SUPPORT FOR CAP. THE MFA SENT A NUMBER OF CABLES TO 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS AND TO THE GOV AND RELEASED A 
COMMUNIQUE (SEE PARA 5 BELOW). ALSO, PAZ ZAMORA 
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REPORTEDLY CALLED CAP, BUT WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
CONFIRM THAT CONVERSATION WITH SENIOR MFA CONTACTS (MOST 
OF WHOM ARE TRAVELING WITH PAZ ZAMORA AND MACLEAN TO THE 
RIO GROUP SUMMIT.) MFA INTERLOCUTORS ALSO EXPECT THE 
ATTEMPTED COUP IN PARTICULAR AND PROTECTING REGIONAL 
DEMOCRACY IN GENERAL TO DOMINATE DISCUSSION AT THE SUMMIT. 
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5. BEGIN INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF MFA COMMUNIQUE (ISSUED 
NOVEMBER 27): 


(1) THE CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOLIVIA HAS NOTED WITH PROFOUND CONCERN THE GRAVE 
DEVELOPMENTS THAT TOOK PLACE TODAY IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
VENEZUELA. 


(2) THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT STRONGLY REJECT 
AND CONDEMN THE ATTEMPTED COUP, WHICH WAS INTENDED TO 
DESTABILIZE THE DEMOCRACY IN THAT BROTHER COUNTRY. 


(3) THE CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOLIVIA REITERATES ITS COMPLETE SOLIDARITY 

WITH THE 

CONSTITUTIONALGOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ 
WHICH IS THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT CHOSEN BY THE FREE WILL 
OF THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE. AT THE SAME TIME (THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA) REEMPHASIZES THE UNDIMINISHED 
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SUPPORT OF THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT FOR THE 
CURRENT DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES IN OUR HEMISPHERE. 


6. COMMENT: THERE IS MORE THAN A LITTLE IRONY IN BOLIVIA 
WATCHING PEACEFULLY AS A NEIGHBORING COUNTRY WITH A LONGER 
DEMOCRATIC TRADITION ENDURES ITS SECOND COUP ATTEMPT THIS 
YEAR. BOLIVIAN COUPS MAY BE "THINGS OF THE PAST," AS PAZ 
ZAMORA MAINTAINS (REF B), BUT NOT SO FAR PAST AS TO BE 
FORGOTTEN. CONSEQUENTLY, ALTHOUGH THE GREAT MAJORITY OF 
BOLIVIAN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERS BELIEVE THAT 
BOLIVIA'S "EXPERIMENT" IN DEMOCRACY IS FAR FROM EXHAUSTED, 
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THEY ARE ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE UNRESOLVED SOCIAL ISSUES 
WHICH UNDERLAY THE EVENTS IN VENEZUELA (AND PERU) THIS 
YEAR; WITNESS ALL THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES PURSING, IN 
ONE FORM OR ANOTHER, THE ECONOMICALLY MARGINALIZED "CHOLO" 
(MESTIZO) OR INDIGENOUS VOTE FOR THE 1993 ELECTIONS. AT 
THE SAME TIME, THE MORE OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES 
EXPERIENCE DEMOCRATIC DIFFICULTIES, THE MORE THE GOB 
PROBABLY WILL TAKE CREDIT FOR (AND EXPECT SPECIAL USG 
TREATMENT ON ACCOUNT OF) ITS DEMOCRATIC SUCCESS. 
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